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Black Houston's Symposium Spotlights Crockett, Houston countv

Special to The Messenger

On March 23rd local
artistand heritage preser-
vationist Viktor le. Givens
invited Mayor Ianthia
Fisher of Crockett and
Dr. Thelma Douglass,

President of Mary Allen
partici-

Museum
pate
panel during the Black
Houston’s  Symposium
hosted at Rice University.
The panel was designed
to explore the beau-
tiful ~ complexities  of
preserving  efforts in
rural  African American
Communities, specifi-
cally highlighting the
East Texas cultural trea-
sure Mary Allen College.
Through this institu-
tion's profile we were
able to examine a few
of the common com-
plexities plaguing small
town preservation com-
munities and craft open
ended questions for
symposia members  to
provide their  technical
insight as the Museum
continues in its efforts
for the preservation of
the historica ruin.

“ We need to get the
public to understand
that as a small rural
non for profit organiza-
tion, things take time.
Our first capital cam-
paign in 2000 was to
raise 95,000 to purchase
back the property from
a private owned com-
pany in Crockett. The
next hurdle will be to
gain support
in cleaning up College

to

in

resource

Hill. Hirshman-Hutson,
an  architecture  firm
from Austin, Texas is

working with the Mary
Allen Museum Board of
Directors to develop a
plan for the restoration
and restructuring of the
current standing admin-

istration ruin on College
Hill.

Both Dr. Fisher and
Dr. Douglass were able
to share the importance
of remembering the
rural foundations that
have developed  and
rooted African American
Community formations
over the ages. Mayor
Fisher said “ Our rela-
tionship with the land
goes way back, even
before the founding of
this nation, we must get
the current generations
to see the value in the
land and the rich heri-
tage that has come from
land stewardship com-
munities. I realize that
many of us left Crockett
the first opportunity we
could get, I was one of
them. But I realized at
a certain point that if I
didn’t return and con-
tribute to my hometown
then I was not a part of
the solution. I am look-
ing forward to a revival of
the connection between
the land, its history and
the that
have served them .”

Givens says “ Ancestor
awareness and the impor-
tance of cultural history
is a growing movement
and gradually progress-
ing to the center stage of
discussions in the heal-
ing and organizing arena
across the U.S. Out of
these discussions comes
the growing awareness
of the need for ancestral
reconnection and heal-
ing of ancestral wounds
to best navigate modern
world complexities and
dilemmas. This is not a
unique perspective, It is
veryancientand has been
a central part of indig-
enous practices around
the world for thousands
of years. During a time of

communities

aggressive gentrification,
economic instability and
increasing  degradation
to our environmental
quality of life in urban
and rural  ecosystems,
how might we consider
the wisdom of the elders
and land keepers as
organizing  principles
and strategic planning
ideation? “The sympo-
sium was a two day affair
and was designed to pro-
vide a platform for both
scholars and commu-
nity members to come
together toward further-
ing the goal of unpack-
ing some of these vari-
ous questions to establish
rescarch networks that
will impact future policy-
making and scholarship
in the years to come.

Viktor is currently
undergoing  training
as an outside preserva-
tionist under the Texas
Freedom Colony Project
founded in 2017 by Dr.
Andrea Roberts. Roberts
was present for the sym-
posia as well and was
able to give great detail
on the exciting preser-
vation work that will be
coming through ecast
Texas...

We solicit the Houston
County community to
contribute to the discus-
sion in preserving our
community’s historical
heritage. Standing on
the shoulders of those
who have gone before
us, it is imperative that
we revive, institute, and
restore community sup-
port and interest. The
Architecture  firm  will
be attending the City
Council Meeting on June
17, 2024 to marshall
support and input from
the Public concerning
the Mary Allen College
standing building.
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75 Dogwood Lane W.
Crockett, TX 75835
936-544-8466
www.crockettresort.com

Come live down
at the lake!

Extended Stays
Available

« $299/month plus electric
« 5 spaces available at this

« Two proofs of residency

« Property Tax Statement
« Voter's Registration Card

with campus Registrars.

GCrockett ISD

Student Enrollment 2024-25

Log into the Parent Portal at: www.crockettisd.net/page/parents

NEW STUDENT ENROLLMENT (if your student has NEVER attended Crockett ISD before)
Parents will need a valid email address

Please have handy before you login:

« Current Texas Driver's License

+ Lease Agreement with your name and physical address signed by all parties
« If living with someone else, verification of residency needs to be notarized. Forms are available

Parents/Guardians enrolling students are required to have the following documentation:

+ Custody documents (if not your biological parent)
« Parent/Guardian current Driver's License

« Certified Birth Certificate of child

« Student's Social Security Card

« Student's complete vaccine record

+ Withdrawal papers from previous school or name and phone number of previous school.

RETURNING STUDENT REGISTRATION

26,2024

Log in to your ParentPortal account. If you need help, please contact the Registrar on your child's
campus.

DO NOT CREATE A NEW ACCOUNT!
You will need to upload 2 forms of Proof of Residency from this list:

« Current Utility bill showing your name and physical address

+ Copy of current lease with signatures of all parties and physical address.

« Voter's Registration Card

« If living with someone else, a notarized Verification of Residency form must be completed. Forms
are available with the Registrar at your child's campus.

Please update your address, phone numbers and contact information.
We have computers on all campuses to assist you if needed.

Register NOW to receive Extra Entries at the Back to School Extravaganza on August 6, 2024.




